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First Pet Refilled Empty Nest and Changed Our Life

I am ashamed to admit
that | have never
owned a pet. | had none
as a child and | managed
to raise two wonderful,
successful sons who
never experienced the
love of a four-legged
creature. | meant well ...
after all, our oldest son
suffered from allergies.
There was never a pet in
my childhood home and |
thought I turned out okay.
How amazed was |
when the first thing both
of our sons did after
graduating from college
and moving into a place
of their own, was rescue
pets! Our oldest son RJ.
shares his home with a
three-legged dog. When
she was found, her right
hind leg was severely
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* Natural Balance
Dog Food
* Dry Cat & Kitten Food
* Kitten Milk Replacer
- Clay Cat Litter
* Frontline Plus
« Bleach (we use a lot)
« Laundry Detergent
* Martingale Collars
* Baby Food (meat only)

* 38 Gallon Trash Bags

* Postage Stamps
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damaged and had to be
amputated. “Tipper” is
unaware that she has a
handicap. She also does
not remember a time
when life was bad. R.J.
also rescued a spaniel
from a dog pound in
Utah. “Beaumont” has
proven to be a challenge
but with patience and
kindness, he continues to
progress every day.

Our youngest son,
Ryan, is interested in cats
and rescued one from a
private citizen who her-
self rescues cats and
kittens. There were many
from which to choose,
and he was told to pick
the cat who walked
toward him. He ignored
those well intended
words. As he gazed high
into the rafters of the
rescue barn, he noticed
the orange and white
tabby balancing on what

seemed to be a tight-
rope, trying to get away
from any human as fast
as he possibly could.
“Toby" wasn't too happy
when he was toted off as
our son’s new companion.

As fate would have it,
Ryan was starting a new
job in an area closer to us,
and he asked if he could
live with us for a year or
so, as many young grad-
uates do. We were quite
happy to have him with
us once again, but he
wanted to bring the cat.
We were not too crazy
about that idea, but we
reluctantly agreed that
Toby could come along.

As we now look back,
the day Toby came to live
at our house is what we
consider our rebirth. In
very little time he filled an
empty space in our
hearts which we knew
not existed. We would
watch him for hours. He
was so funny! He was not
interested in humans. He
cuddled on his own
terms, and did not like to
be held. But he loved his
new home.

My husband, who was
never fond of cats, had
turned into someone
unknown to me. He
stapled chicken wire
around the deck railing

so Toby did not fall
between the cracks while
enjoying the great
outdoors. He installed a
shelf at the basement
door window, covering it
with the white shag rug
that had once graced the
bathroom floor. We
looked for Toby the first
thing every morning and
the last thing every night.
This fabulous feline was
my husband'’s companion
when he underwent a
total hip replacement.
Imagine our sadness
when Ryan was moving
out once again. Ryan
chose to selflessly leave
Toby behind because he
knew how much we
loved him and how
happy Toby seemed here.
We are forever grateful.

Ryan now has a
beautiful kitten whose
personality is completely
different than Toby's.
Wimbley is affectionate
and mischievous and
loves attention. | visit him
once in a while when
Ryan is working.

| am excited to be a
part of the Washington
Area Humane Society and
hope my experiences
inspire someone else to
take a risk and rescue a
pet in need.

By Linda Decovich Porter

“If man could be crossed with the cat it would improve man, but it would deteriorate the cat” — Mark Twain



STORIES

I t was a fluke, or ser-
endipity, but Debbie
Connell “found WAHS by
accident after visiting a
nearby restaurant. The
first time 1 walked through
the front doors of WAHS,
| was captivated by all of
the activity around me. |

was amazed by every-
thing going on and
wanted to be a part of it
Debbie said that
although it seems like
just yesterday, it has been
seven or eight years since
she became a volunteer.
Her activities have
expanded over time. She
trained, initially, to be a
dog walker, then added
offsite events, re-
organizing the POCO
collection bank program
and, for the last few
years, has been singularly
handling the dog
adoption follow-ups.
Most evenings after
work and dinner (the
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Following Up on Debbie Connell

best time to get people
on the phone), Debbie
sits in front of a stack of
papers — records of the
dogs that have been
adopted for a month or
more and calls each
adopter to follow-up on
their dog adoption. She

”

Debbie on the “porc
of WAHS with Daisy,
one of many waiting
— to be adopted.

Above is Debbie’s
“grand-dog” Tobi,
spotted by Nicki (then,
just a ball of fur) in
the hands of a
humane officer. Nicki
said “I want her” and
that was it. “Tobi has
been nothing but a
joy for us and she is
so smart and sweet”

goes through a one-page
survey with the adopter
that includes questions
about the dog's training,
relationship with the
family and other animals
in the home and general
health. She records any
phone or address
changes which are
important for the shelter
to have in the event that
an animal is lost and later
identified by microchip.
She alerts the manager of
any specific problems
that an adopter mentions
that might result in the
dog's return to the
shelter, so that training
advice can be offered.

She notes comments,
suggestions and praise
about the adoption
process and asks the
adopter to rate their
overall experience on a
scale of 1 to 10. WAHS
proudly has a 9+ average
rating. “Doing the follow-
ups, | love to hear the
stories about how well
our dogs are doing, how
much they bring to the
families who adopt them,
and how their new
families love and care for
them.” And she is happy
to share the good news
about many dogs who
stole the hearts of staff
and volunteers when
they were at the shelter.
Debbie rarely shows
up at the shelter alone.
Husband Jim and both
daughters, Jody and
Nicole (Nicki) are also
active volunteers, partici-
pating at various WAHS
events. Nicki enters the
follow-up info in an Excel
spreadsheet providing
useful data previously
unavailable in an over-
view like this. According
to Debbie, “My family
knows how passionate |
am about volunteering at
WAHS. We enjoy helping

the animals any way we
can and it's a great way
for the family to do
something together.”

Among Debbie's favor-
ite activities is working in
the puppy room. She also
enjoys working with the
other volunteers to make
WAHS a better place.

When asked what
advice she had for other
potential volunteers,
Debbie replied, “Remem-
ber why you volunteer at
WAHS. You do it for the
animals.”

Need Offsite
Team Leaders

Volunteers are sought to
manage offsite events —
priceless for the exposure
they bring to our animals
at different venues includ-
ing PetSmart, Petco, Ice-o-
Plex, Tractor Supply and
many others. Team Leaders
help the volunteer coordina-
tor by contacting/lining-up
volunteers to shuttle
animals and man the
events. We get many
requests that cannot be
fulfilled for lack of volun-
teers. Please help ... call
Alice at 724.222.7387 x406.

Animal Donation Drive

Dormont Elementary School held an animal donation
drive for WAHS in May, delivering four truckloads of
assorted goodies for the shelter. The students then
toured the facility and greeted the animal residents.
Organizer and first-grade teacher, Selena Bixler, created
a video about their event, spotlighting the animals in
hopes of inspiring others. To view the online video go
to: http://animoto.com/play/hcVoE9R7y0J04kDyVtA2SA




lways cognizant of

implementing
another program that
could financially strain
WAHS, debate on heart-
worm testing had been
ongoing for years. Anyone
who has their dog on a
monthly heartworm
preventative is aware of
the expense. but the
alternative can be down-
right deadly.

The occurrence of
heartworm, especially in
the southern states, has
been climbing. Shelters in
and around western
Pennsylvania have begun
programs for heartworm
testing and prevention,
and WAHS intended to
make some progress on

Get Dut of

Can't add another cat
to your home but
would love to help
one out? Purchase a
Get Out of Jail Free
card for a cat (or dog.)

Good News on Trial Heartworm Testing

developing a strategy that
would work for their
shelter and customers.
Small staff made
testing every dog upon

nearly 1,000 (both were
treated at WAHS). A trial
plan was put into place
that allowed adopters to
opt for a very inexpensive

ions tested. Those who
do not clearly get the
message that this is an
important and medically
necessary procedure that

When Hurdle, (left) is adopted, his new owner will be given a low-cost
option to test Hurdle for heartworm before he leaves the shelter.

entry difficult. Expense
was a factor in dispensing
monthly preventatives
after testing. A helpful
influence in the decision-
making process was data
from the follow-up records
of all dogs adopted in
2009. The data revealed
only two heartworm-
positive dogs out of

heartworm test at the
shelter at the time of
adoption. If a dog tests
positive, the adopter can
opt or continue with the
adoption, and WAHS will
assume responsibility for
treating the dog.
Approximately 7 out of
10 adopters choose to
have their new compan-

should be performed at
the earliest possible time.

After more than six
months of testing, only a
single dog has tested
positive for the parasitic
condition. He was success-
fully treated at WAHS and
is healthy and happy in
his new home.

Twenty-Nine Cats from Charleroi Home

A ccording to the
neighbors, the house
in Charleroi had been
vacant — the property
having been condemned
and the occupants
evicted. So when they
saw two cats in the
window they became
alarmed and called the
police. They had not seen
the tenant in more than a
month and a half. When
the police responded to
the call on March 24th,
conditions inside the
Washington county home
were so deplorable that

police officers called the
fire department for
backup. They needed to
use breathing apparatus
to enter the house. There
was no running water
and 15 to 20 malnour-
ished cats along with a
dog were abandoned
inside the home rife with
cat feces.

Over two days, WAHS
humane officers collected
the dog and 29 fluffy,
gray and white, mostly
young, look-alike cats —
obviously all related —
and brought them to the

shelter. The dog has since
been adopted. Many of
the cats were pregnant
which has added many
kittens to the already
overpopulated shelter.

Police have been
looking for the most
recent tenant of the home
who could face several
charges of animal cruelty.

Most of the cats have
been made available for
adoption. A special cat
adoption rate of $40 for
an adult cat and $50 for
two is being offered until
further notice.
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DROGRESS

he warm months

bring more aspiring
Eagle Scouts to the
shelter looking for
projects that will enhance
WAHS. Not long after the
first retaining wall was
constructed along the
side of the pavilion was it
realized that more reten-
tion would be needed to
prevent an eventual
mudslide. With plenty of
material remaining from
the previous installation,
Scout Dustin Graham
decided to take the
retaining wall to the next
level ... literally. Working

V arious volunteer
groups swoop in
throughout the summer
to plant flowers, pull
weeds and tend to the
grounds. But the time in-
between those visits, the
flowers droop, the weeds
gain a foothold and the
grass jumps the barriers
of the beds. There is little
time to devote to keeping
up the grounds. But two
volunteers have decided
to “adopt” a flower bed
and assume the respon-
sibility of maintaining it.
There are five more plots
that could use a care-

o

Adopt-a-Plot and Grow

Eagle Scout Takes it to the Next Level

over several weekends,
he completed his wall in
May. The gap between
the two staggered retain-

ing walls is an area that is

used for plantings for
which we need a volun-
teer to maintain. Both
Zack Tablor and Dustin
Graham were awarded
their Eagle Scout Badges.

More scouts have
approached WAHS for
ideas on how they can
improve the shelter and
earn their badges. WAHS
has been fortunate to be
on the receiving end of
this great program.

taker. It does not require
a green thumb and can
be simple or ornate. The
hours are not limited to
shelter hours since the
work is outside. For any-
one wishing to help out
at the shelter in a very
different way, here is a
golden opportunity. Maybe
you are allergic to cats or
not up to walking the
dogs. Why not adopt-a-
plot of ground to beau-
tify and improve the lay
of the land for everyone?
Call Alice: 724-222-7387
ext 406 if you would like
to adopt-a-plot.

Dustin Graham building the next level of the retaining wall.

The Long Wait is Over

Kennels one through
eight is the place to be
seen if you're a dog at
WAHS. But choosing who
could be in those kennels
required special thought.
Those were the only set
of kennels without a
barrier above the 4-foot
block wall that separates
the dogs. Many a dog has
scaled or jumped over
the wall and into another
dog's kennel. A particular-
ly clever dog planned his
escape when the next

kennel door was open
and momentarily was
“free” racing through the
shelter! We have waited a
long time for someone to
make barriers that will
keep dogs safely in their
kennels and Andrew
Balliet (below) from Troop
1005 made it his Eagle
Scout project to build and
install them. Now any
dog — even an escape
artist like Hurdle — can
be seen prominently
without concern.

Scouting around for a project? Call
Rob Simonin at 724-255-9107 and find
out what is still on our wish list.



FUIN-RAISING

JOIN THE 1500 CcLUB

A DOLLAR A DAY
365 DAYS ANNUALLY

It costs $1,500 per day
to run the Washington
Area Humane Society.
That includes utilities,
building upkeep, medicine,
food, veterinarian services,
insurance, postage, payroll,
gas, vehicle maintenance
and everything else
required to run a normal
business. No money is
spent frivolously. We re-
use and recycle.

We have no steady
stream of income upon
which we can rely. We
rely on you. When money
dribbles in, it is already
spent. How wonderful it
would be to have money
we could draw on for the
whole year. That's what
the 1,500 Club is meant
to be — a reliable way to
secure the annual budget
all at one time so we
won't have to decide day-

to-day whether to pur-
chase flea and tick medi-
cine or pay the water bill.

Become one of the
1,500 members — an
exceptional group of
supporters who pledge a
dollar a day ($365.00)
annually to our Humane
Society. Place a checkmark
on the adjacent form to
pledge and become a
1,500 Club annual member.
Mail it back, email us, or
call us with your pledge.

All 1,500 Club members
will be contacted the last
week in November to
collect all tax-deductible
pledge donations via
check or credit card
during that week. Just a
dollar a day from 1,500
animal-loving, caring
people will keep our
shelter in business for
another year.

Just Wondering ...

SUMMER 2010

Thank You For
Making A Difference

Tear off and mail back with your tax-deductible contribution.
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How often should you feed your pets? Some people say
once a day for dogs is fine. Some people leave food out
all day for their cats and dogs. What do you say?

[ Cats - feed once/day
[ Cats - feed twice/day
[J Cats - food all day
Please give us a little demographic info about you:
] Male [Female

Results from this casual survey will be printed in our next
newsletter. See pg 7 for survey results from last newsletter.
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he very day the WAHS

spring newsletter was
mailed in April featuring
the adoption of Bella, the
“scarediest” dog of all,
was the day she slipped
out of her harness while
on a walk with her new
owner in South Park.
Frantic is an appropriate
descriptor for all who
knew and cared for Bella.

What we had was
no collar or leash
on a dog who
would come to
no one under any
circumstances.
Surely she would
be impossible to
catch. And that's
what the next
two-and-a-half
months were like
... impossible. A
hard-core group of Bella
believers made it their
mission to recover the
mitten-eared dog. Posters
were plastered all around
South Park. Cell phones
were exchanged, and the
network of spotters grew
rapidly. Golfers reported
Bella's regular visits on
hole number 6 and
around the Golfer’s Grill.

Be a Crafty Contributor

Anyone who has attended the annual Covered Bridge
Festival held throughout Washington and Greene
counties knows that it is a highly anticipated, well-
attended event with oodles of craftspeople selling their
wares, live music by local bands, food and fun for

people of all ages.
WAHS will have a booth
at the 40th festival held
in Mingo Park on
September 18-19, 2010.
As with all vendor
booths, we will be
offering craft items for
sale as part of our
fundraising effort. We
are seeking donations

from craftspeople for this event, all proceeds to be
donated to WAHS. Why not have a beading party for
the ladies this summer? Maybe build some birdhouses,
or make holiday wreaths. Any craft donation would be
greatly appreciated and help the Humane Society.

Bella would bed down
under a particular stand
of trees, but once spotted
would take off before
volunteers could get
there. Photos shot by cell
phones caught Bella
lounging in the sun and
in the doorway of the
Grill where Eliss
D’Alessandro started
tossing out hotdogs to
her. Bella would soon be
getting three squares per
day, a routine that started
daily at 5 a.m. Jean
Restauri, employed by
the golf Pro Shop gave
Bella breakfast. Various
members of the
D’Alessandro family,
owners of Golfer's Grill
provided her afternoon
meal and late night snacks.
Patience and deter-
mination paid off finally
for those who refused to
give up on Bella, the
people-dodging dog who
remained at large and
unharmed for more than
two months. Because of

Elusive Bella’s Back ... in the News

the efforts of WAHS
administrative assistant,
Barb Layman, volunteers
Stevie Rizor and Patti
Kozlowski, and many
others who are employed
at and around the south
park golf course, Bella
dropped her guard for a
split second and was
reclaimed. Barb mused as
to whether it was a clap
of thunder that drove
Bella forward through the
doorway of the employee
lounge or was she
learning to trust in the
tireless people who had
been feeding her (three
times a day) but could
never touch the elusive
shar-pei mix. Tears of joy
poured from the extra-
ordinary group of people
who were so happy to
have this dog-on-the-run
safe again. Bella so deeply
touched the hearts of the
D’Alessandro family — her
meal ticket while she was
slumming it — that they
have since adopted her.

WAHS supporter Roomful
Express (Washington
Road, Canonsburg) hosted
our second rabies clinic of
the year in June, which
was a big success. In
addition to the clinic in

which 371 pets from many locales were vaccinated,
there was also a drawing for a recliner donated by
Roomful Express. A mini-adopt-a-thon, and dog wash
were also held in their parking lot.

The next Rabies Clinic is August 8 at Tractor Supply in
Washington from noon to 4 pm, and the last one of the
year will be October 9. State law requires all cats and
dogs three months and older to be vaccinated against
rabies. Dogs can also receive their DHLPP vaccination
and cats can receive their FVRCP vaccination.
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FUNDRAISING
Qulck Notes

D&M Chiropractic
sponsored a booth for
WAHS and matched all
donations during the
Upper St. Clair Com-
munity Day in May.

* Registration (online at
WAHS website) ends
Aug. 15 for the Mylan
Classic Golf Event
benefitting local chari-
ties including WAHS.

 Del Monte Pet Products
division donated nearly
990 Ibs of Milk Bone
dog treats to WAHS.

Look Ahead

Please join us at some or
all of these events:

Aug. 14 — Homeless Cat
Management Team

speaks about feral cats at
the WAHS shelter pavilion.

Aug. 15 — 3rd Annual
WAHS Golf Outing
Lindenwood Golf Club

Sept. 8th — WAHS Annual
Meeting for Members

Sept. 11-12 — Women's
Show sponsored by
WISH 99.7 at Southpointe

Sept. 18-19 - Covered
Bridge Festival at
Mingo Park

Oct. 7-9 — Washington
Crowne Center Com-
munity Days Thurs.-Fri.:
12-4pm, Sat.: 10am-4pm
Oct. 8-10 — Houston
Pumpkin Festival

Oct. 23 — Fur Ball

Jeremiah’s Banquet and
Conference Center

Planting Plenty of Green for WAHS

he 2nd annual plant

sale had been a year
in the planning, and so
much work for organizer
and master gardener
Betty Robison and her
crew that the thunder-
storms predicted (and

the bargains and support-
ing the shelter. A yard
sale (hastily moved from
roadside to the pavilion)
ran concurrently. The
sales, donations and
silent auction brought in
$5,000. Thanks to every-

one's hard work, the
fundraiser was a huge
success. For a list of part-
icipants, contributors and
information on how to
care for the plants sold
please visit the website:
www.plantsforpaws.com.

occurred) should have
sent them over the edge.
But in spite of the truly
foul weather, the parking
lots were jammed and
shoppers were plucking
the potted plants from
beneath their umbrellas
and rainhats, recognizing

FF —
b

Pets for Vets Theme Drives Festlval

A Furry Fall Festival dog walk and social event will be held Saturday, October 9,
2010 at the Pavilion and ball fields across from 84 Fitness Center. A Blessing of
the Animals will be offered. There will be games for people and their dogs to play
together (Milk Bone Toss, Egg on a Spoon race, a silly agility course, etc.), raffles and a
Chinese Auction. WAHS alums are encouraged to attend. Several demonstrations and
talks are scheduled including Dog Obedience and Shutzhund exhibitions. A groomer
will provide toe-nail trims for donations and a P.U.P. Station will be there to get your
“Pick up Poop bags"! Also, well-known bird rescuer, John Lege (known as that guy
with the birds) will give a colorful demo and talk about the importance of proper
companion bird care. For a sneak peek, go to budwings.com. The theme for the Dog
Party will be “Pets for U.S. Vets.”

The “Pets for U.S. Vets” initiative will provide a limited number of “vouchers” to
qualified veterans so they can adopt a dog from WAHS at no charge, spreading the
good will from our Humane Society to our veterans.

Plans for “Rental Dogs” from the shelter to hob-nob with attendees for the
duration of the event will greatly enhance their adoption chances. One of the main
segments will be the introduction of all of the shelter dogs there and their stories.

Former board member, Suzi Smith is organizing the fall event. Ms. Smith organized
the first Mutt Strut at the Humane Society and raised $5,000 for the shelter. She was
a volunteer dog walker and dog groomer there for quite a while and ran the entire
Pittsburgh Marathon (completed in 5 hours and 14 minutes) to raise awareness of
the plight of shelter animals. All her animals are rescue pets — 2 parrots and 3 dogs,
one of which was adopted from WAHS.

For more information about the event or to volunteer, please contact Suzi Smith
via email at DogParty84@aol.com or call 724-228-7729.

Spring Survey Results: Less than 1% of respondents thought only one cat was
enough! 28.5% preferred 2-4 cats, 14% picked 5 or more. 19% said a single dog was
enough, while 33% chose 2-4. Nobody thought more than 4 dogs was a good idea!
The average age of respondents was 53.6 and 80% were women.
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Don’t Miss
Fur Ball 2010

he Washington Area

Humane Society is
pleased to announce the
2nd Annual “Fur Ball,” a
semi-formal, fundraising
gala to be held Saturday,
October 23, 2010 at
Jeremiah’s Banquet and
Conference Center in
Washington, PA.

All proceeds from this
event will support the
Washington Area
Humane Society.

As a contributor or
attendee you will help
the shelter to save count-
less animals. There are a
variety of sponsorship
opportunities or you can
donate items for our
Chinese and silent auctions.
Your participation is vital
for us to have a success-
ful fundraising event.

We are grateful for your
consideration of this
request.

For more information
about sponsorship, to
purchase tickets or for
any other information
please email us at:
wahsfurball@live.com

(8

Golf Anyone?

Whether you are a player
or a spectator, you can
enjoy the game and
support the shelter at the
same time at either or
both of two events.

All tickets for the
Mylan Classic, a chari-
table tournament held
September 2-5 at
Southpointe Golf Club,
purchased through the
WAHS website benefit
the Humane Society.

The third annual WAHS
Charity Golf Outing will
be Sunday, August 17 at
Lindenwood Golf Club in
Canonsburg. Players,
sponsors, and contribu-
tors to the Chinese
auction are welcome. See
the WAHS website for
details or email
Bernadette Sikaris at
dette354@msn.com
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DEXTER

I will sit proudly next to
any handler, perfectly
comfortable around
people of all ages. At age
four I was surrendered
because my owner — a
single mother did not
have time for me. I'm a
fine dog who is house-
broken and knows my
commands. | am so
frustrated at being caged
up for so long. Meet me
and you will fall in love.

I Can't Wait Any Longer. Take Me Home.

Maisy, 14

| am a very sweet female
who has been here since
December 2009. | get
along with other gentle
cats who like to cuddle

and not jump all over me.

I have a weepy eye that
needs to be wiped out
and kept clean to keep
me beautiful. As sweet as
I am, | keep getting passed
by and have grown
depressed and no longer
get up to greet people.

| was adopted years ago
and when my owners got
divorced, | was divorced
from the family as one
too many dogs. I'm a 3-
year-old, shiny, black girl
with speckled chest and
feet — winningly cute and
a little paunchy from the
“good life” I'm house-
broken and though |
could use more exercise,
I'm a couch potato happy
to just hang with you.



